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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To suppress the repetitive distribution of 
content data, to reduce the loads of a communication channel and to 
provide an efficient retrieval system in a WEB data base retrieval system 
in an open network. 

SOLUTION: At the time of retrieving a data base constructed in a server 
through a network by an operation from a client terminal, before the 
client terminal downloads the content data, whether or not they are 
stored in a local content data base is judged. When the content data are 
stored in the local content data base, whether or not the updating date 
and time are older than the updating date and time of the corresponding 
content data stored on the side of the server is judged. When they are 
not older, the content data are read from the local content data base 
and outputted without requesting data distribution to the server. 
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